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CATASETUM RUSSELLIANUM. THE D UKE OF 

BED FORO'S CATASETOl\f . 
• 

********************** 
Class and Order . 

• 

GYNANDRIA MONANDRIA. 

( Nat. Ord. ORCHIDElE.) 

Generic Cha'raeter. 

Perianthium srepius globosum) nunc explanatum. Sepala 
et petala subrequaha. Labellum crassum, Cal'llOSlIm, IIIudum, 
ventricosum v. explanatum, fimbl'iatum, sub apice saccatum 
obsolete trilobum. Columna erecta, aptera, libera, apice 
utrinque cirrhosa. Anthera subbilocularis, antice truncata. 
Pollinia 2, postice biloba v. sulcata, caudicnla maxima 
nuda demurn dastice contractili, glandula cartilaginea 
subquadmta. Herbre terTestres v. epiphytce, caulibus brevi
bus fusiformibus 'lJestigiis joli01'um ves,titis. Folia ~asi vagi
nantiu, plicata. Scapi radicalcs. Flol'es speciosi, 'l'acemosi, 
virides, nunc pU1'Pureo~maculati. Lindl. 

Specific Name and Charact,er. 

CATASETUM Russellianum; pseudo-bulbo elliptieo magno, 
foliis lato-Ianceolatis, racerno amplo, labello subrnem
branaceo antice inflato ore contl'acto margine antel"iol'e 
producto undulato fimbt'iato disco membrana crjstato~ 
columna nuda (ecirrhosa.) 

r - -

This, together with the subject of the following plate 
were the last Ol'chideous plants that were communicated t~ 
me from Woburn Abbey during the life of its late noble 
possessor. They were sent from the gardens on the ame 
day that His Grace .was attacked with his alarming illness, 
and ere they could reach me, the news had arrived of his 
lamented death, In him Science and the Arts have lost a 

steady 
VOL. XliI. N 



steady friend~ and a munificent patron: and Botany and 
Horticulture in particulal' have seldom had a more devoted 
admirer. The Tribes of Plants, which, as is well known, 
have been especially cuhivated and fostered hy His Grace, 
are the Grasses, the Willows, the Heaths, the Pines, the 
Orchidete, and, above all, the Cactete; in nearly the whole 
of the e families the Woburn Collection has stood unri
valled. May his name long be perpetuated a~ong the 
votaries of that Science which he so much delIghted to 
honour in the pre ent new and remarkable species of CATA

SETU 1:: a ,pecies indeed so distinct, that it can hal'dly be 
a imilated with any other yet known to us. It was sent by 
Mr. SKINNER from Guatemala in 1838. 

D ESCR. Pseudo -bulb large, elliptical, greyish - green, 
transversely marked with rings, the traces of fallen leaves. 
Leaves, in our specimen, arising from the young and smaller 
bulb, about six, the lower ones small and almost abortive; 
the larger ones about a foot long, broadly lanceolate, acute, 
many-nerved, tapering at the base, membranaceous. Ra
ceme ample, of numerous large, crowded, pale gl'eenlsh
white flowers. Sepals and petals nearly uniformJ but slight
ly preading, concave~ striated, ovate, acute. Lip large, 
v,ery much inflated and below projecting fot'ward (like the 
IIp of our CYPRIPEDIUl\I Calceolus), of a thin, membranaceous 
te tureJ almost transparent, striated with darker green :
the orifice is contracted, the margin much projectjng for
ward and spreading, thin, almost white

J 
waved and fimbri

ated: on the disk is a omewhat three-lobed, conspicuous, 
membranous crest, the lobes acute and a Httle toothed; 
the. middle one the longest. Column shorter than the 
pe~lanth, broadet· and winged upwards, the apex, or clinan
dnum, acute (not acuminated), beneath which, in a hollow, 
the anther-case is situated: this is roundi hJ with a long, 
narrow acumen. Pollen-masses two, ovate .. cleft, waxy .. 
~eep rel~ow, attached to a very broad elastic stalk, which 
It elf IS sItuated upon a large, viscid gland. 

Fig. 1. Lip and Column. 2. Upper portion of the Column: front view .. 3. 
An~her.case. 4. 5. Superior and inferior view of the Pollen-masses, wlth 
theIr Stalk and Gland: all mQre or less magnified. 


